Notes and comments
to further welfare improvements for all laboratory rodents; to bring people together for an exchange of views and opinions on rodent welfare issues; to provide evidence that can be used to direct welfare research and to promote improvements in laboratory rodent welfare.
T he Eighth Annual Meeting will be held on T hursday, 26 September 2002 in north London and will focus on the welfare im plicat ions of housing rodents in individually ventilated cages (IVCs). If you would like to attend the meeting, please contact: RSPCA, Penny Hawkins, E-mail: Research_Anim als@rspc a.org.uk.
Sydney and Melbourne on 28 and 30 November 2001.
T hese workshops were held in recognition of growing interest in, and concern for, the welfare of transgenic animals. T his was considered to be a topic of particular concern to members of anim al ethics committees, who are responsible for approving, modifying or rejecting applicat ions from scientists to use animals for research purposes. T heir decisions involve assessm ent of the costs and bene®ts associated with the proposed procedure. T he report can be downloaded from ANZCCART 's website: www.adelaide.edu.au= ANZCCART.
New guidelines on antibody production T he Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC ) has published new guidelines on antibody production; this is the ®fth of this series, and has been developed by the CCAC a d h o c subcommittee on im munologic al procedures. T he publication covers production of both polyclonal and monoclonal antibodies and is anticipated to assist investigators and research support personnel in achieving an acceptable immunological outcome with minim al discomfort for the anim als involved. T hese guidelines are also provided to assist animal care and ethics committee members to evaluate protocols involving the production of antibodies, and to ensure that the highest standards of anim al care and use are met. T hey supercede the guidance on antibody production given in the 1991 CCAC policy statement on Acc e pta b le Im m uno lo gic a l Proc e d ure s. Copies may be purchased from the CCAC . See http:==www.ccac.ca=english= publicat.htm for ordering information.
Updated bibliography of re®nement and enrichment for primates In January this year Viktor and Annie Reinhardt of the Animal Welfare Institute, Washington, DC 20007, USA released an updat ed ®fth edition of the Anno ta te d Bib lio gra ph y o n Re ®ne m e nt a nd Environm e nta l Enrich m e nt fo r Prim a te s k e pt in La b o ra to rie s. T his bibliography will be of interest to animal carers, animal technicians, veterinarians, zoo keepers and others, and provides pointers to practical information on re®nement and environmental enrichment for primates kept in research institutions. T he update is available at: www.awionline.org=lab_animals =biblio= index.html.
Comments
New AALAS awardÐT he Bennet J. Cohen Anim al Stewardship Award Dr Cohen, a founding father of AALAS, dedicated his professional life to im proving the care offered to animals used in teaching, testing in research. He believed that good science and humane anim al care not only could co-exist but must co-exist, and that there is synergy between them. A leader within AALAS (including Past -President) and many other related professional organizat ions, Ben passed away in 1991; yet, his many efforts and contributions form the basis today for hum ane animal care and use. T he AALAS Board of Trustees has voted to approve the creation of the Bennet J. Cohen Animal Stewardship Award. T his will recognize an individual or individuals, organization, or institution which has made an extraordinary effort toward the advanc ement of methods that replace or reduce the num ber of anim als used in research, teaching, or testing, or for the development of programmes or procedures that elevate the comfort and well-being of such animals.
Questions regarding this award can be directed to Carolyn Cam pbell at the national AALAS of®ce (901-754 -8620) or Mark Suckow, Chair of the Awards Selection Comm ittee (574-631-6085). US Senate approves measure to block expansion of laboratory animal regulations T he US Senate recently approved a measure that would speci®cally exclude birds and rodents from the protections of the Animal Welfare Act, the chief federal law regulating the use of laboratory animals. University lobbyists have long fought for such a measure to curb the costs of biomedical research. Mice and rats account for 90% of the animals used in laboratory studies. While college lobbyists celebrated, anim al-rights organizations expressed bitter disappoint ment.
Research ethics fellowship programme
T he measure was passed as part of a farm bill that authorizes spending levels for the US Department of Agriculture, which oversees the Anim al Welfare Act. T he version of the farm bill that was approved by the House of Representatives did not contain the measure covering laboratory anim als.
Health InterNetwork Access to Research Initiative (HINARI) In the January issue of La b o ra to ry Anim a ls (p 102) we reported on an initative by WHO to mak e available through an Internet portal, high-quality, relevant and timely health information to institutions in countries with very low National Incomes. It was successfully launc hed in January 2002 with over 1400 journals from the ®ve largest biomedical publishers. On 24 May 2002 the journals of a further 17 publishers, including the Royal Society of Medicine Press, also becam e available; La b o ra to ry Anim a ls is am ongst these. It is now intended to involve more partners and to extend availabilit y of the scheme. T he portal can be accessed at www.healthinternetwork.net. 
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